
                      BUFFALO & SUSQUEHANNA RAILWAY 

SYMPOSIUM                                                        

BUFFALO EXTENSION PROGRAM   

      Tentative agenda (subject to change) 

Friday, August 2, 2019 

08 00 - 0600 -  Bus-Rail tour departing from HDC 

06 00 - 09 00 - Heritage DiscoveRY Center Cookout &  

               Networking Session 

 

Saturday, August 3, 2019 

0730 - 0800    - Registration  

0800 - 0815   -  Introductions and Administration  

0815 - 0845   -  Goodyear Brothers Buffalo  

                 The Early Years  

0845 - 0915    -  B&S Railway Business Plan                     

0915 - 1000   -  Erie Narrow Gauge System  

1000 - 1015   -  Break 

1015 - 1115  -   B&S Ry Route Determination, Survey- 

                               ing & Construction  

1115 - 1200   - Buffalo, Attica, & Arcade RR / Arcade                           

              &   Attica RR  

1200 - 0100   - Lunch 

0100 - 0145 -  B&S Iron Furnace / Rogers Brown /

              Hanna Furnace 

 0145 - 0230 - B&S Iron Ore & Steamship Companies  

0230 - 0245  - Break    

0245 - 0330 -  B&S Railway Traffic --  Passenger, Mail, 

              Milk & Express  

0330 - 0400  -  B&S Railway Era in Buffalo  -  

0400 - 0430  - Day 1 Summary & Wrap-up  -   

0600 - 0700  - Banquet 

0630 - ????   -   Open Forum - Nick Puzak Host 

 

Sunday,  August 4, 2019 

0900 - 0915  -  Review of Day 1 - Edward Patton 

0915 - 0945   - South Buffalo RY  - Stephen Koenig -  

0945 - 1015  -  PS&N Interface / Bridge Traffic  TBD 

1015 - 1030  - Break 

1030 - 1115  - Re-engineering the  Switchbacks -  

1115 - 1200  - Goodyear Brothers Buffalo -  

             The Later Years    

1200 - 0100  - Lunch 

0100 - 0145   - B&S Bankruptcy / Reorganization -  

0145 - 0230  - B&S Disposition   

0230 - 0300  - Norwich Lumber Co./Potato Creek RR  

0300 - 0330  -  Great Southern Lumber Co.  

               New Orleans Great Northern RR -   

0330 - 0400  -  Wrap-up and Conclusions  

The Western New York Railway Historical So-

ciety and our Heritage DiscoveRY Center will 

be hosting the  Buffalo & Susquehanna Rail-

way Symposium on August 3rd & 4th. This is 

third in a series of symposiums that have fo-

cused on the unique history of the Buffalo & 

Susquehanna Railroad.   

 

This year’s Symposium will focus its discussion 

on the railroad’s Buffalo Extension from 

Wellsville to Buffalo, New York, as well as 

exploring the family connections of the Good-

years and their related businesses. 

The B&S Railroad was originally formed in  

1891 to transport lumber from the forests 

of Northwestern Pennsylvania to markets 

across the country. The Goodyear family be-

gan to expand their industrial empire to in-

clude a new steel mill in Buffalo, iron mines in 

Minnesota, and coal mines in Pennsylvania, as 

well as a Steamship company on the Great 

Lakes. 

 

In 1906, the decision was made to extend the 

line north to Buffalo from Wellsville, a dis-

tance of 85 miles to provide direct control of 

the transportation of the coal and lumber 

products to Buffalo.  It was the last major 

railroad expansion to the Buffalo railroad 

hub.  However the story of this new line was 

short-lived as just ten years later the rail-

road was abandoned and scrapped.  The sympo-

sium will explore the extraordinary history of 

the railroad, the goodyears and their industri-

al empire.  It is open to all interested in history 

to attend, as well as joining us on a special 

Bus and Rail tour to explore the railroad’s 

route to Buffalo. 

Bus & Rail Tour 

On Friday August 2nd, we will be hosting a 

combined Bus and Rail tour over the Arcade 

and Attica , Buffalo Southern, and Buffalo, 

Cattaraugus & Jamestown Scenic railroads, as 

well as visiting some last remaining vestiges of 

the B&S along the way. 

 

Our excursion will start by boarding our bus 

at the Heritage Discovery Center at 8am on 

Friday August 2nd.  We will first travel to 

North Java, NY where we will board the Ar-

cade & Attica RR train to travel the length of 

the line to Arcade Junction, riding over the 

last piece of the B&S Ry. Our train will then 

return to the Arcade depot to unload. 

 

Boarding our bus,, we depart Arcade to see 

some last remaining structures of the B&S Ry 

as we head over to North Collins, NY for our 

second train ride over the former Erie Rail-

road’s Buffalo & Southwestern Division, know 

operated as the Buffalo Southern RR. 

 

Departing North Collins at 1:30, our train 

will be operated by the Buffalo, Cattaraugus 

& Jamestown Scenic RR and head north some 

26 miles to Buffalo Jct, passing over trackage 

once used by the B&S Ry.  

 

A boxed lunch will be available to reserve and 

eat on board the train. Departing Buffalo Jct, 

we head south to Hamburg to meet our bus to 

return to the Heritage DiscoveRY Center, 

where we will host a picnic cookout for our 

travelers.   

 

The cost of the Bus & Rail Tour will be $85 per 

person and must be reserved in advance. An 

Optional Boxed-Lunch can be reserved for 

$10. If you only wish to ride the train between 

Hamburg, North Collins & Buffalo Junction, 

The train will depart Hamburg at noon and the 

cost will be $38 per person. 

 

Tickets can be order by mail or purchased 

though our secured PayPal portal on our 

webpage,  You can also use the attached  

 

www.WNYRHS.com  
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 Buffalo & Susquehanna  

 Railway  

 Annual Symposium 

 Presenting 

 The Buffalo Extension 

 (Wellsville to Buffalo) 

 August 2-4, 2019 
At the 

  Heritage DiscoveRY Center   

Buffalo, NY 

The Heritage DiscoveRY Center is locat-

ed at 100 Lee Street in Buffalo, NY. The 

HDC is open every Tuesday, Thursday & 

Saturday from 10am to 5pm.  Admission is 

free, however donations are welcomed. 

The building is located between Elk 

Street and South Park Avenue. It is easily 

accessible from the Thruway. Just use 

the Smith Street exit off the 190. Turn 

South on Smith, at Elk St turn left, then 

right on Lee St.  Pull through the gate 

into the building parking lot.  Use the 

rear entrance. There is ample free park-

ing.  

Smith St 

Exit 

Heritage DiscoveRY 

Center 

For our Out-of-Town visitors,  we have 

arranged for a special hotel rate for 

the Symposium at:  

the LaQuinta Inn &  Suites  

2500 Hamburg Turnpike  

 Lackawanna, NY 14218.  

Their phone number is 716-821-0030 to 

reserve your room. Be sure to mention 

“Heritage Discovery Center” to receive 

the $99 discount room rate.  The hotel 

will hold our room block until July 3rd, 

so book your room ASAP to avoid disap-

pointment. 

SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION 

The cost for the registration for the 

symposium will be $80 per person.  The 

price includes admission to the Symposi-

um, plus lunches on Saturday & Sunday, 

as well as the Saturday evening banquet. 

Refreshments at all breaks & lunches. 

The banquet will feature tossed green 

salad, dinner rolls, and a buffet with 

Slow Roasted Beef, Baked Chicken or 

Homemade Pork & Beef Meatballs, plus a 

selection of sides including creamy gar-

lic & Parsley potatoes, mixed vegetables, 

and sauce and shells, and desert display. 

The main meeting room can accommodate 

80 people   and tickets to the full sympo-

sium will be limited to the first 80 people. 

Tickets can be purchased through our 

secure PayPal portal located on our  

web page at www.WNYRHS.com.  

For more information, please call the 

Heritage Discovery Center at 716-821-

9360. If you need to mail a check or mon-

ey order, make it payable to: 

 

Heritage DiscoveRY Center 

100 Lee Street 

Buffalo, NY  14210 
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B&S Train #102 at Exchange Street Station, Buffalo, NY 


