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Amtrak Phase III Superliners 
Reskins by Matt Doti
(SouthwestChief on the Train-Sim.com Forums)
Email SouthwestChief@gmail.com
Introduction and Features:

I would like to thank James Hunt for the shapes these reskins are based on.  Yes they are not perfectly prototypical, but they are still the best out there.  And considering their age, James did a commendable job on them.
This set contains several phase III Superliner I cars.  Each car is different and based closely to the prototype.  The phase III scheme is appropriate from around 1985 to around 1997. 
Coach 34008, has heavily faded phase II paint.  This was a very common sight during the mid to late 1980’s.  I remember seeing several coaches like this on the Coast Starlight, and California Zephyr.
These cars, aside from being individually painted and detailed, feature custom lighting.  The lights included with these cars are:

· Brake/door indication lights

· Amber displayed with dim headlights

· Green displayed with full headlights
· Red emergency displayed with emergency brake application
· Tail lights on all cars

· Red end lights displayed if last car on train

· Simulated station lighting

· All cars display amber with headlights off

· AI lighting


- Green brake/door lights displayed when used on an AI train
The lights are sized for Robert Fontaine’s “LightFx” (which can be found in the file library).  LightFx vastly improves MSTS lighting.  The only problem is if you have not installed LightFx, the lights on these Superliners will appear extremely small.  If you would like to use the normal MSTS lighting the appropriate .wag files have been included in the folder named “Default Light Wags”.  To use these simply copy and paste over the existing .wag files. 
Installation Instructions: 
Included with this download are 10 reskined Superliners, and 3 simulated Hi-Levels contained in the folder named; “Amtrak Superliners III”.  To install these Superliners, simply copy and paste the folder named “Amtrak Superliners III” into your  MSTS Trainset folder found under, Program Files/Microsoft Games/Train Simulator/TRAINS/TRAINSET.  If prompted to confirm folder replace, click yes to all.
Legal Information: 
These Superliners must be downloaded “as is” and “at your own risk”.  I am in no way, nor is Train-Sim.com, or anyone else involved with this project responsible for any problems this download may cause to your computer.  This download contains no warranties, be they implied, express, or warranty of title.  
The Superliners are the original work of James Hunt and Sean Lim.  Please give them proper credit if you plan on using these reskined Superliners for future projects.  
Prototype Information:


The original Superliners, now referred to as Superliner Is, are the product of that famed car builder, Pullman Standard.  Production began in the late 1970’s and continued until the early to mid 1980’s.  A total of 150 coaches (including 48 coach baggage cars), 70 sleeping cars, 39 diners, and 27 lounge cars filled out this first batch of Superliners.  


Around 1985 or so, Superliner I’s were repainted into phase III.  Phase III consists of roughly equal red, white, and blue striping.  This scheme lasted until the arrival of the Superliner II’s and phase IV paint.  While it did take some time for all phase III Superliners to receive their new phase IV paint, the majority of the fleet had been done by late 1997.  

Here is the history I could find for the cars included in this set:
· Cafe Lounge 33010 continues to run the rails for Amtrak.

· Coaches 34008, 34027, and 34085 continue to work hard for Amtrak.

· Coach 34053 was unfortunate and suffered damage on July 29 2002 wreck of the Capitol Limited.  The wreck was caused by a sun kink on CSX track.  34053 has not been repaired.
· Coach Baggage 31016 continues to serve Amtrak as a coach baggage.
· Diner 38006 continues to work for Amtrak.  I wonder how many meals she’s served over the years.

· Sleeper 32026 continues to work for Amtrak.  It was on my Southwest Chief trip in June of 2003.  This car had been reupholstered and was wearing phase IV paint by this date.

· Sleeper 32055 is one of the few lucky sleepers to receive a very recent complete rebuild.

· Sleeper 32003 is one of two uniquely named Superliner I sleepers.  Edward L. Ullman was an early and influential member of the Amtrak Board of Directors.
· Coach Dorm 39931 is an old Santa Fe Hi-Level.  This car is no longer with Amtrak.

· Diner-Lounge 39981 is a former Santa Fe Hi-Level Diner.  She no longer works for Amtrak.  This car could often be seen on smaller trains like the Seattle section of the Coast Starlight and the Desert Wind.

· Lounge 39973 is a former Santa Fe Hi-Level Lounge.  I painted it to represent a very early Amtrak Pacific Parlor car.  This car continues to work for Amtrak and now wears phase IV.
Conclusion:

I hope you enjoy these Superliners.  While I will readily admit they are not perfect, for the time being I think they represent Amtrak’s long distance fleet well.  So download the set and have some intercity fun.



