MADERA SUGAR PINE COMPANY

MADERA, CALIFORNIA

1899-1931


The Madera Sugar Pine Lumber Co. closed at the end of the 1931 season.  Their railroad was removed in 1934 and the remaining equipment was sold in 1937.  For a history of this company I recommend you read Thunder in the Mountains by Hank Johnson.  This document is intended to supplement that work.


RR

Locos
Cars

Donkeys
Daily Cut



1908
8 miles

3g
44 flat

22

210,000

1910
8 miles

3g
44 flat

22

210,000

1917
16 miles
4g
80

47

300,000

1919
16 miles
4g
80

17

300,000

1920
15 miles
4g 1r
90 flats

12

300,000

1921
16 miles
4g

1922
15 miles
4g
100 flats
16

250,000

1924
20 miles
5g


22

300,000

1928
20 miles
5g
95 flats

12

325,000


5% max grade   1 speeder   1 tank car

1931
32 miles
5g 1gas 104 flats
17

325,000


6% max grade   3000’ incline 32% max grade   3 tractors   32 horses


2 speeders   1 tank car


LOCOMOTIVES

#1 “Betsy”   “J. A. Robb has furnished the Madera Flume & Lbr. Co. a locomotive and 

four cars.”   Pacific Coast Wood & Iron   04-89   p. 94

#5
(5-29-1939) Only the locomotive was sold to Diamond & Caldor Ry.  The third truck and tank remained behind at Sugar Pine and were later scrapped there.  Scrapped   1948

#6
(11-13-1935) Feather River Lumber Co. #6, Delleker, CA 
(3-30-1943) Hyman-Michaels Co. (D), San Francisco, CA 
(2-10-1947) Michigan-California Lumber Co. #6 (3rd), Camino, CA 
(1951) Hyman-Michaels Co. (D), San Francisco, CA

#7
Plymouth   C/N 2464
10-26   127 HP   20 tons   Model HL3


Nevada County Narrow Gauge RR   Colfax, CA 

(tried out 1927 & returned to dealer)


Madera Sugar Pine Co. #7   Sugar Pine, CA   01-20-27   


Grant Service Rock Co.   Fresno (Friant), CA   (rebuilt to standard gauge)


Pacific Coast Aggregates Co.   Fresno, CA


Pacific Coast Cement & Aggregates Co.   Rockfield, CA


Lone Star Industries   Rockfield, CA  (here 1978)

DONKEYS

Clyde Iron Works   Duluth, MN

McGiffert Log Loader #1200   10x12 Winch #2806   06-16-17

Madera Sugar Pine Co.   Madera, CA


Still on inventory in 1931.

Marshutz & Cantrell (National Iron Works)   San Francisco, CA

Based on the book Thunder in the Mountains by Hank Johnson Madera had one or more Dolbeer donkeys built by this firm.

Puget Sound Iron & Steel Works (TACOMA)   Tacoma, WA

Based on the book Thunder in the Mountains by Hank Johnson Madera had one or more compound geared yarders built by this firm.

Willamette Iron & Steel Works   Portland, OR

117
 9.5x11
Crack-a-Jack yarder   04-12-05


Madera Sugar Pine Co.




West Side Lumber Co.



Davenport Lumber Co.   01-04-08





Firwood Lumber Co.   08-25-13







Portable Lumber Mills Co.   Cherryville, OR   1924





Deaton & Brander Lumber Co.   Cherryville, OR   1934




There is some indication in the Engine Record for engine #117 that both the Madera Sugar Pine Lumber Co. and Westside Lumber Co. entries may actually be canceled orders and that Davenport Lumber Co. is the first owner.  Because the engine record is not clear the owners are listed as shown.

118
 9.5x11
Crack-a-Jack yarder   01-28-05


119
 9.5x11
Crack-a-Jack yarder   01-28-05




362
 9.5x11
Crack-a-Jack yarder   03-18-07


377
11x13

Road Engine
   05-30-07




413
12x14

3 drum Road Engine   05-03-12


645
10x11

2 drum Road Engine   09-23-09


704
11x13

2 drum
Mogul yarder   03-31-10


 (new boiler 08-25-26)

828
11x13

2 drum
Mogul yarder   04-22-11


1000
12x14

3 drum Road Engine   09-06-12


1672
13x14

Yarder, 2 speed   10-04-19


Madera Sugar Pine Co.






Atlantic Gulf & Pacific Co.   Manila, PI


1907
12x14

Yarder, compound geared 2 sp.   08-13-20


Fruit Growers Supply Co.   Susanville, CA






Madera Sugar Pine Co.   (here 1926)





Atlantic Gulf & Pacific Co.   Manila, PI

2469
125 H.P. gas
Yarder, 4 speed   04-29-27

Engine equipped with a 6 3/4" x 8" 6 cylinder Waukesha gas engine.


Madera Sugar Pine Co.








Dooly Feldt Logging Co.   Jewell, OR







O. K. Sittle, O. K."   Tillamook, OR




Lee Pack Veneer Co.   Seattle, WA   (here 04-21-60)




As you can see the list of donkeys is incomplete compared with the table at the top.  The Clyde records are complete from 1908 to 1927, Willamette records are intact from 1901 to 1931 and the Washington Iron Works records cover 1918 to 1975.  If you have any additions or corrections to this document please contact me.

John A. Taubeneck

14314 Dayton Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98133

jtaub@juno.com

July 19, 2011

