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Who says
75-year
olds forget ¢ )
names? O

Jack Burgess, Bruce Chubb, Bill Darnaby,
Chuck Hitchcock, Tony Koester, Sam
Swanson, Bill Schaumburg, Andy Sperandeo,
Tony Thompson, Wayne Wesolowski.
Names we'll never forget presenting clinics
you'll never forget. All at one unforgettable
convention. Learn more at....

www.nmra75.org

Balance In Checking 2/28/2010 $ 3,645.64

Income

Sale of NS Cars $25.00

Name Badges $32.00

Donation $10.00

Total $67.00

Expenses

Doman Name Renewal $ 9.88
CPD Banner $245.66
Name Badges $ 28.02
2011 MER Convention Meeting  $ 29.78
Contest Prizes $174.99
Use of Cary Senior Center for 2010 $240.00
Contest Rebates $ 30.00
Total - $758.33

Balance In Checking 3/31/2010 $2,954.31
(Balance of cash fund deposited into checking)

8 month Certificate of Deposit @ 0.350%
(Maturity Date 9/27/2010) $ 5,000.00

Total Money $7,954.31

@
All,

The James River Division's "Pride of Dixie"
plague will be awarded at the 2011 MER
Convention in Cary, N.C. for, "afreight car for
any railroad or private business that operated
from the Southeastern (South of the Mason-
Dixon Line and East of the Mississippi
River) United States."

Y all have ayear and a half, so get building.
Chuck Hladik
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The Board of Directors (BOD) meeting was called to
order at 6:02 PM by Superintendent Grif Bond.

Officers and board members present included
Superintendent Grif Bond, Clerk Jack Dziadul,
Paymaster John Rudisill and Directors Vic Bitleris,
John Wallis and Jerry Mersch. Assistant
Superintendent Jim Murphy arrived after approval of
the minutes and Paymaster’ s report.

Grif Bond reviewed agenda. The minutes of the
February 23, 2010 Board Meeting and General
Meeting were moved by John Wallis, seconded by Grif
Bond and were unanimously approved.

Approval of the February financia report was moved
by Grif Bond, seconded by Vic Bitleris and
unanimously approved.

Achievement Program - No report for March.

Dave Derway was present to display the new CPD
banner to much acclaim. John Wallis motion with Jack
Dziadul second to ratify the email vote to approve the
$245.66 expenditure. Approva was unanimous. Dave
Derway will email the saved graphics to Grif Bond,
Rob Rousseau, John Wallis and Jack Dziadul.

MER Vice President John Janosko discussed the 2011
MER convention planning. MER authorized John
Janosko to sign the hotel contract. MER conveyed
approval to Grif Bond after polling MER Board
Members. NC RR president Scott Saylor will be
speaker at MER Convention dinner.

Tom Buckingham sent MER convention budget from
Hagerstown to John Janosko. Convention volunteers
will be responsible for purchasing their own volunteer
tee shirts. The next Convention planning meeting is
scheduled for 10 AM on April 24th. John Janosko also
reported that Carolina Coastal will display its modular
layout, and that he has already received expressions of
interest from several vendors. John is considering
developing the feasibility of selling Convention mugs
with appropriate logo. The Convention banquet will be
aserved plate rather than a buffet.

John Wallis researched audio visual equipment needs
of the Division and distributed the following schedule
of recommended equipment purchases that total
$2,100. The MER match the CPD investment up to
$1,000.

The Carolina Piedmont Division 13 (CPD13) of the
Mid-Eastern Region (MER) of the National Model
Railroad Association (NMRA) desiresto purchase
audio/visual equipment for use at Division meetings,
conventions, etc. The intent isto apply for matching
funds from the MER to finance a portion of the desired
equipment purchase. The equipment to be purchased is
asfollow:

Video Projector

Wireless Microphone

Digital Camera

Digital High-Definition Camcorder

Following are details of the requirements for each and
the recommended item to be purchased.

Video Projector
The following are the perceived minimum
requirements for a Video Projector:

Light output: >2,000 lumens

Native Resolution: WXGA (1280 x 800) to
match current available laptop computers
Aspect Ratio: 16:10 to match current available
widescreen computer and high-definition DVDs
Contrast Ratio:  2,000:1

Software  Compatibility: Microsoft Windows
XP/Vista/indows 7 Network  Projector
Compatible

Connections. Wide range of connectivity
options, must include Plug 'n" Play USB
Connection and HDMI
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Ability for PC-free presentations via USB
memory device

Long life (>3,000 hours), filter-free projector
lamp

Rapid power-on and shutdown

Remote control with laser pointer and page-
advance features

Lightweight: 6 Ibs.

The recommended Projector purchase is the Epson
EX71 Pro (Product Code: V11H310120). This
projector utilizes 3LCD, 3-chip technology to deliver
2,500 lumens of light at 1,280 x 800 pixels, 16.8
million colors, 16:10 aspect ratio, 2000: 1 contrast
ratio, 4,000 hour lamp life, 5.1lbs.

Available from several suppliers
Spoare bulb Type UHE, Part No. V13H010L54

Wireless Microphone
The following are the perceived minimum
requirements for a Wireless Microphone:

Compatible with multiple sound systems,
including Cary Senior Center system
Operating Range: 100 ft.

Outputs: Line (0.5V), microphone (10mV) and
Balanced XLR outputs.

Microphone: Lapel type

Frequency: VHF/UHF, multi-channel desirable

The recommended Wireless Microphone purchaseis
the Samson Stage 5T 3-1n-One Wireless VHF System,
including a headset microphone, a low-profile clip-on
lavaliere microphone, a belt pack transmitter and a
receiver, 10-hour battery life, XLR and ¥4" outputs. 4
VHF channels available for multiple systems.

Available from several suppliers (occasionally on
sale).

Discussion followed with Jack Dziadul questioning the
need to purchase adigital camera. There was general
discussion of maintenance and custody. The consensus
was that the Assistant Superintendent office holder
would be the custodian of equipment

Grif Bond polled the Board on the purchase of the
recommended items. Each items received unanimous
support with the exception of the digital camera
purchase, jack Dziadul dissenting.

There was discussion of the technical features, merits
and use of each item led by John Wallis; such as
recording programs, layout tours, recording guest
speakers, aso considered were capacity of web site,
yahoo, groups, Y ou-Tube, etc.

Vic Bitleris made a motion to approve the
recommended purchases, with a second by Jim
Murphy. Motion passed 6-1 with Jack Dziadul
dissenting.

The MER approval will be secured by Grif Bond prior
to making the purchases to ensure receipt of the
matching grant. The mechanics of the grant is that
MER reimburses CPD for 50% of the cost up to $1,000

upon presentation of paid receipigSRP: ~$775.00

MSRP: ~$200.00
Grif Bond raised the issue of building araffle layout

next year. CPD usually builds araffle layout every two
years for the Neuse River Valley Train Show, but the
Division will be hosting the MER Convention in 2011.
Steve Milley volunteered to build shelf layout for
raffle and will be seeking volunteers as well as
contributed materials.

Grif Bond requested volunteers for the Audit
Committee. Jim Murphy and Dick Buchan agreed to
volunteer.

John Janosko advised that he still has approximately
ninety NS boxcars that he will continue to have
available for sale until the 2011 MER Convention.

Jim Murphy reviewed the program schedule:

April contest - any structure

April program - roofs by Jim Murphy

The trolley program will be rescheduled

May program- Ambroid kits ~ MSRP: ~$130.00
May contest - Ambroid cars/ Northeastern / wooden
craftsman kits

Jim Murphy confirmed with the Cary Senior Center
the CPD meeting schedule of the fourth Tuesday
monthly through October 2010, the second Tuesday in
November and December, then the fourth Tuesday
resumes through March 2011.

The refreshment schedule will be discussed at full
meeting. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM.
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GENERAL MEETING called to order 7:04 PM by
Superintendent Grif Bond

Grif Bond introduced the two new banners which Dave
Derway displayed, along with their storage tubes.

John Janosko discussed the MER 2011 convention and
confirmed that the contract with Embassy Suitesin
Cary has been signed. 160 rooms have been reserved.
North Carolina Railroad President Scott Saylor will be
the banquet speaker. John will send aformal letter of
invitation.

John received a copy of the Hagerstown MER budget
to use as aguide. At the recently held train show in
New Bern Carolina Coastal agreed to display its
modular layout. There was also some early interest
from vendors to attend the MER 2011 Convention. The
next Convention Committee planning session will be
held on April 24th at 10 AM.

Grif Bond reviewed the MER matching grant program

and the CPD list of audio visual equipment investment
voted on by the Board. The equipment will be used for
the MER Convention, CPD programs, layout tours, etc.

Steve Milley volunteered to coordinate the
construction of a shelf layout for Neuse River valley
Train Show. Several members volunteersto bring in
materials.

Jim Murphy reviewed the contest and program
schedule.

April contest - any structure

April program - roof details by Jim Murphy

May program - Ambroid kits 1949 to 1975 by Roger
Horne

May contest - wooden rolling stock kits or scratch built
June program - trolleys - traction by Dick Buchan

June contest = trolleys

The Raleigh rail yard tour will need to be reschedul ed.
Tom Cooke will arrange for the tour to be included as
aMER 2011 Convention prototype tour.

An inquiry was made regarding a second Tichy Train.
Jack Dziadul reported that he is working on setting up
atour schedule for a Saturday in the near future.
Volunteers were requested for refreshnments at
upcoming meetings. The following stepped forward:
April - Dan Fisher

May - Dave Derway

June - Jim Babcock

Joe Getz announced that Saturday, May 22nd isthe
date of the open house in Fayetteville to be hosted by
the Cape Fear Railroaders. (see article below by Joe
Getz for details).

Jerry Mersch announced that he has acquired Don
Bullock's inventory and has items for sale.

Grif Bond reviewed the model contest rules and voting
procedures. Jerry Mersch reviewed the prizesto be
awarded.

1st Prize - The Electro-File Precision Reciprocating
Tool was won by Dan Fisher.

2nd Prize - The Chopper Il was won by Jerry Mersch.
3rd Prize - The Micro-Mark Miter-Rite was won by
Joe Getz.

A Spin-O-Tray workshop organizer was awarded to
Rob Westdyke, Jim Murphy and Rob Rousseau.

Dan Fisher reviewed how he developed his winning
three-stall roundhouse, which he started six months
ago using acomputer aided design program to
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precisaly plan his the walls, roof and other
components.

3rd place winner Joe Getz reviewed the construction of
his factory. He ended up with well landscaped diorama
and awell weathered structure.

2nd place winner Jerry Mersch described the
construction of hislighted heavy equipment company,
including the lighted rooftop billboard.

Jim Murphy reviewed his Springfield MA mill
building themed diorama. Signage was created using
Corel Draw white on black text block. The Railway
Express sign was akit, and the roofs are removable for
future detailing and lighting.

Rob Rousseau's American Tobacco Company was
inspired by the Durham facility, including the cigarette
rooftop billboard. Rob added a power company
building and Walthers water tower, as well as atank
car of rum. (John Porter advised that he used to deliver
tank loads of rum to American Tobacco that was used
to flavor cigarettes.) Rob added alarger smokestack to
his diorama. The billboard was from a cigarette ad.
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Rob Westdyke's Grand Valley Brewery.

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

April Any Structure, any size, any scale

May Ambroid or other wooden freight
car kits or scratch-built

June Street cars and interurbans

July Craftsman kits or craftsman kit-bash

April Roof details - Jim Murphy

May Ambroid Kits - Roger Horne

June Trolley night - Dick Buchan

July Craftsman Kits by Stephen Milley

April Dan Fisher

May Dave Derway

June Jim Babcock

1 %
- by Joe Getz

The Cape Fear Railroadersis a unique gathering of
twenty five beginning, inexperienced, and widely
scattered model railroaders. Members are scattered
from Whiteville in Columbus County to Newland in
Avery County. The Club recently celebrated its twenty
fifth anniversary of affiliation with the National
Railway Historical Society. What bringsus all
together, | do not know. Perhapsit isthe lure of model
railroading. No one seems to have the same modeling
interests as the next guy or interests in the same scale.

We have not been able to agree on one scale to model,
not even a consensus. Therefore, we have most scales
represented. The only popular scale not represented is
S-scale. The HO-scalelayout isthe largest of the
layouts, followed by the O-scale layout. The N-scalers
have a nice modular layout that encourages expansion.
G-scale even competes for attention with alengthy run
hanging from the ceiling. The HO layout began some
twenty years ago as amodular layout that was
displayed annually at the local Cross Creek Mall.
Some of those modules have survived and others have
gone where ever used modules go. The HO and the N-
scale layouts operate using the Digitrax system of
control. Who knows what the O-scalers use; and, the
G-scalers use good old DC control. Feel freeto bring
something to run; or, bring your Controller and run
some of our stuff.

We look forward to welcoming you to our club and
layouts. We are located downtown just off the Market
House on Green Street. We are housed in the old City
Hall now home for the children’s museum, “Fascinate
U”. We are located on the third floor, but that is no
problem. Thereisan elevator at the back of the
building. Thereis parking on the streetsin front of and
beside the building. A parking lot is behind the
building. If you are unableto find parking there, the
Wachovia Bank parking lot is located across the street.
On Saturdays there is no time limits on parking and
parking meters need not be fed. We are air
conditioned, but in winter thereis no heat.

Please plan to arrive around 10:00. We will have
drinks available and maybe some snacks. Lunch will
be on your own. There are several restaurants
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downtown serving just about anything you would
wish. Time permitting, the Transportation Museum,
located about five blocks from downtown, will be
open. Then on your way out of town, you may want to
stop by Hayes Hobby House. | am sure Gentry Hayes
would appreciate your visit and your business. Mr.
Hayes is one of our club members. The Airborne and
Specia Operations Museum isamust seeif time
permits.

Fayetteville is the home of Cape Fear Car Repair
Shops. They repair about seven hundred damaged cars
each year. If anyoneisinterested in visiting this
facility, let me know and arrangements can be made
with the owner. If nice, he will allow you to drive the
switcher around the yard. Let me know at the next
meeting.

#6 ”

Win acab ridein aUnion Pacific steam locomotive!
The Nationa Model Railroad Association and the
Union Pacific Rallroad are pleased to announce a
model photography contest to help celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the NMRA. The NMRA will pick one
photograph submitted by an NMRA member in good
standing depicting one or more models of UP
equipment and/or structures in a redlistic scene. The
photograph will be judged for prototype fidelity of the
modeling and scene as well as for photographic art.
The member submitting the photograph will win a
cab ride in one of the mainline steam locomotives
operated by the Union Pacific on the Kansas City to
Jefferson City leg of the Missouri River Eagle
Excursion. Airfare (up to $500.00), two hotel nights,
and transportation to and from the excursion will be
provided for the winner by the NMRA.

To be digible, the photograph must be in an
envelope postmarked (or originated in transit by a
third-party service such as FedEx or UPS) by
August 31, 2010, and received no later than
September 7, 2010. Only one photograph may be
submitted per envelope, but there is no limit on the
number of photographs a member may submit.
Photographic prints, dlides, or digital images are
acceptable. Prints must be 8" x 10.” Digital images
must be taken with a camera of 7.1 megapixels or

greater to satisfy the printing requirements.  All
submitted photographs shall become the property of
the NMRA, and the NMRA and Union Pacific may use
the photograph in any manner they choose. All
members participating in the contest agree to provide
to the NMRA the original medium of the photograph
(negative, transparency, or digital file) if requested.
Please send al photographs to Robert J. Amdler, Jr.,
514 Dover Place, St. Louis MO 63111. Be sure to
protect photographs from bending or mishandling in
the mail.

John Janosko photo from the New Bern Show.

John Janosko photo from New Bern Train Show.
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by Dania Fisher

During the March meeting, several people asked me
one question in a variety of ways; “How did you come
up with a roundhouse from that (the Walther's
Modular) kit?”

The short answer is*“| didn’'t have a choice.”

When the contest was announced last summer,
| checked out the kit before buying it. With a layout
under construction, | don't want to spend time building
models that won't go on my layout. The only
significant brick structure left on the lower deck was
the roundhouse. The kit's large windows looked
acceptable, and the combination of peaked and flat
roofs are common on a roundhouse. Since there didn't
seem to be any major problems, | went ahead and
bought the kit.

The floor plan for a roundhouse had aready
been drawn. It had three stalls, one of which was
extended. | wanted the extended stall to be an addition
to the original structure, but one that was built only a
few years later. There could be subtle differences in
detalls and weathering, but nothing too drastic.
Fortunately, the Modulars kit wall dimensions were a
close match to the floor plan.

| did quite a bit of layout work before cutting
into the material. The modular nature of the kit helped.
Wall lengths were calculated based on the number of
bays, and wall heights on the number of header rows. |
could work out the wall areas quickly to see if there
might be enough material to build adesign.

My first attempt was design #1 shown in Figure
1. It looked good, but there wasn't enough wall
material to build it. Rather than buy additional
material, | decided to check out a couple other options.
At first, design #2 looked workable, but the roof at the
extended bay was too low. Raising the roof enough to
clear a locomotive meant running short of material.
Design #3 was the option that | built. The initial layout
appeared to fit the amount of materia fairly closely,
and | liked the overall look.

Considering how close the required material
was to the amount available, | wanted a more refined
design drawing from which to build. The “traditional”
method is to photocopy the various parts and paste
them together. Instead, | laid out each wall in CAD

with notes on how much material was required for
each section. Figure 2 shows a partial view of a side
wall. Once | had drawn al the walls, | checked the
drawings against the kit material available. | separated
the kit parts into plastic bags, |abeled for the front wall,
left and right side walls, rear wall, and rear extension.
With some additional notes on where the scrap from
various sections would be used, | knew that | had
enough material.

Finally, before starting to cut | did one more set of
drawings. These were detailed architectural elevations
showing the pilasters, windows (with slls and
headers), doors, etc. The wall designed in Figure 2 is
shown in Figure 3 as an architectural elevation. |
printed these out and taped them together to make sure
that | liked the overall character. Once | was satisfied, |
went ahead and started to work on the kit.

Kit-bashing a kit like this is fairly easy. The mortar
lines provide a built-in gage of where to make the cuts.
| cut the walls apart with either a #11 blade, or a razor
saw (according to a formula which remains a mystery
even to me — maybe it's whichever tool | find first on
the workbench). When cementing the pieces together |
add a shim of styrene, either 0.010” or 0.015”, between
the sections. This replaces the material removed from
cutting and sanding. Mortar lines were used to layout
the window openings, which were cut by drilling a
hole in each corner, and cutting between the holes with
a jeweler's saw. | used a couple of jigs to scribe the
brickwork of the window headers and to build the
louvers at the ridge vent.

The rest of the construction was pretty much
standard model building. | built and painted the
internal and external walls separately. Once they were
all weathered, the windows (aready painted) were
cemented between the two walls. The small windows
are Tichy Train Group #8046 which were selected
because they were a close match to the proportions of
the main windows. Then the various walls were
assembled together. The roofs (which are Al
removable, athough some with difficulty) were sized
by cutting card stock to fit. The roof pieces were then
spliced together and trimmed to match the card stock.

The building had to be constructed almost like
the prototype. The walls were assembled, then the
floor cut to match. Once the walls and floor were
assembled, the steel frame was built one frame at a
time and installed inside the walls. The lower roofs
were built and installed, followed by the clerestory
wall and the upper roofs. The ridge vent was the last
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item. Each section of louver had to be built
individually because the dimensions were al dightly
different. Incidentally, the gable vent was a
requirement of the model — there wasn't enough
standing seam roof material to cover the entire roof.
The interior was detailed after the entire building was
assembled, which explains why many of the beams
were left out of the roof.

| enjoyed designing and building this modd,
and look forward to installing it in its fina location. |
also appreciate the positive comments | received
during the exhibition at the March meeting. While I'm
sure some people are still skeptical, | hope everyone
can see how | found aroundhouse in that box.
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