
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Jim Hanna

Hello to all and I hope you had a great 4th of July 
Holiday.  It’s hard to believe that summer is here 
already and the “Beat-The-Heat” Swap Meet is again 
upon us.  For those of you who are new to the club, 
this Meet is our annual and only fund raising event 
for the year.  The membership all step up and 
volunteer for various tasks associated with the Meet.  
For a list of all the various tasks, check out the tables 
as you enter our next regular meeting at the church 
and you will see the sign-up sheets for each 
individual job.  Pick a job that you think you would 
like and sign-up…we need you!!  This invitation of 
course is for all members of the club.

The railroad exhibit at Sharlot Hall Museum is still 
drawing nice crowds according to Director Fred Vail.  
A special thanks to my volunteer group for your 
manning the layout on Saturdays.  If you would like 
to be a part of this group, please call me at 
(928)778-2110 and I will be happy to add your 
name.  The job runs from 1:00-3:30 PM on Saturday 
afternoons.  This exhibit ends on the 15th of 
November so if you would like to serve, please call 
me soon.

Sharlot Hall is in the process of fund raising for their 
new building.  The goal is $2M and I believe they 
are about halfway there.  Director Fred Vail spoke to 
our club recently and briefly mentioned this in his 
presentation.  The Board of Directors for our club is 
considering a donation to the museum and has 
decided to poll the membership to determine your 
wishes on this important matter to the community.  
You will be receiving a questionnaire on this 
sometime in the near future.

Thanks for your attention and hope to see you all at 
the next meeting.

SCHEDULE

CAMRRC regular meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of the month. They feature tables where
you are welcome to bring items for sale and most
months also feature a program. They are a also
great way to get together with your fellow members.
Meetings begin at 6:30pm for socializing and 
swapping and the meeting at 7pm located at the 
Prescott First Lutheran Church, 231 W. Smoketree 
Lane off Willow Creek

July 22 - Cactus Swap Meet.  All gauges. North 
Phoenix Baptist Church.  Info: http://
www.gcmrr.org/Swap_Meets.html
July 12 - CAMRRC meeting, First Lutheran Church
August 9 - CAMRRC meeting, First Lutheran 
Church
August 12 - Beat the Heat Swap Meet
September 13  - CAMRRC meeting, First Lutheran 
Church
October 28 - Adobe Mountain Swap Meet, Phoenix 
Info: http://www.arizonamodeltrains.com/am.shtml

DISNEYLAND HISTORY AVAILABLE
by Michael Broggie

Attached is a photo of a five-inch bronze eagle that 
was selected by Walt Disney to be placed atop the 
sand domes of his Disneyland and Walt Disney 
World steam locomotives.
The other photo is of Walt and Ward Kimball 
standing in front of engines No. 1 and 2 on July 4, 
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1955, at Disneyland shortly before the park opened 
on July 17th. The eagle can be seen on the dome.
I have the original and have commissioned our local 
foundry, Skurja Art Castings, to make them for 
railroad collectors. They are $240 each and come 
with a mount and a certificate assuring the accuracy 
of the provenience. If any members of the club 
would like to own one or to give as a gift, please 
contact me.  The foundry was the supplier of the 
famous full sized bronze "Partners" statue of Walt 
Disney and Mickey Mouse at the hub in Disneyland.

AN UPDATE FROM MIKE OWENS

We have moved to a new manufactured home at 
Orchard Ranch Senior Resort in Dewey.  Our new 
address is 11250 East State Route 69, lot 2204, 
Dewey, AZ 86327. 

I have started a new layout, half of it in the carport 
(6' X 9') with a stoop under to get an operator in the 
center of that section. I also have three tunnels (of 
course) into my air-conditioned work shop where I 
am in process of fabricating a 10' X 5' section that 
loops around and feeds the three tunnels. The 
trackwork (code 83 flex track) and wiring is 
complete for the outside (under the carport roof) 
section. And yes, I will have a water feature with 
container crane, fishing shack, dockside restaurant, 
etc. I plan to host an open house as soon as trains are 
up and running which should be by end of month.

 AN INVITE FROM JIM DOWNEY

I am one of our newer members and invite members 
to drop in to visit my 5’ x 9’ HO layout in progress.   
Suggestions and comments are welcome. My email 
is:  j.d.vrod@gmail.com.

GHOST TRAINS
by Bonnie Rudy

At the Sharlot Hall Diorama, while I was on duty on 
June 17th, a young man and his wife were in to see 
the exhibit.  He told me he had worked at Springhill 
Suites, (which is about where the rail yard was) as a 
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night manager for two years recently.  He said four 
or five different people came downstairs in the night 
and asked him for different rooms...."Because the 
trains were keeping them awake". 

Since the trains were gone in '62 or so, he had to tell 
them there were no trains.  So he researched the area 
some and discovered that indeed there used to be 
trains near where the hotel is now......Interesting 
phenomena.  Said he was going to check with a 
friend at the hotel, now that he had seen our layout, 
to see if anyone else has reported this.

SHOP TOUR
by Peter Atonna

Thirty five CAMRRC members, spouses and friends 
took advantage of the Grand Canyon Railway’s offer 
to open their locomotive shops for a tour.  Eric 
Hadder, Superintendent of the Shops, gave a detailed 
tour and explanation of the two GCR steam 
locomotives as well as all the tools and equipment 
needed to service both the railroad’s steam and diesel 
locomotives as well as the passenger car rolling 
stock.  

Here are some photos taken  by me and Larry 
Gaither during the tour.



LAYOUT UPDATE
by Steve Hatch

I made the inaugural run (ran a train out of the yard 
and around the layout and back to the yard) on the 
30th of Sept.  So the layout started construction June 
1st and ran trains Oct 1st.

The new method for scenery of using foam covered 
paper towels sure works quick and easy.  Here is 
what I do: 
1. using 3” wide strips of 1/2” ply for framing
2. roadbed is made of splines for strength and speed 
of assembly
3. track is hand laid code 55 rail on wood ties using 
mini spikes
3. scenery is cardboard strips covered by foam 
coated paper towels.
4. then a thin layer of plaster
5. scenery greens and rocks etc. trees. bushes
   
It made the whole process fast and easy.



BUILDING A RURAL GRAIN 
ELEVATOR
by Joe Fauty

I have just completed the assembly of a rural style 
grain elevator for a customer.  Being an
architect, the customer sent me detailed drawings of 
the elevator. I started out by making
mock-ups of the building in hardboard and 
confirming measurements with the customer.
Once this was completed I assembled each 
individual wall from separate 60 mil thick
styrene panels (cookie cutter method). This method 
made sure all windows were square and aligned with 
each on each wall.  Plastruct clapboard siding was 
then glued onto the walls with the excess covering 
the widow and door openings cut away.

Here are photos of the construction

The completed walls before installing clapboard 
siding and below, the assembled building with the 
clapboard glued on.

Bracing for the roof – I was worried about warping 
since the roof would be shipped independent of the 
building allowing access to the interior lights.

Start of work on the conveyor system / Plastruct 
diamond plate laminated to 80 mil styrene



The various roofs were laminated with Plastruct 
corrugated siding and painted to look like rusty 
metal. The building was painted with light gray 
followed by Caribbean sand. The silos were painted 
a dirty white.

The silos were made from Plastruct 2 inch diameter 
tubing

And here are some photos of the finished project

FOUND THIS PHOTO
by Pattie Curran

This picture was taken in San Diego (Sorrento 
Valley) several years ago.  It was a spur of the 
moment shot.  The event was on the news, so I 
quickly grabbed my camera raced off in the hopes of 
getting some kind of shot.    

The picture is enlarged therefore, it has some grain to 
it.  The original picture is on a disk somewhere 
packed away. 



THE ROAD RACE TO IOWA
by Mark Ziven

Years of work and months of planning came crashing 
down on my wife Evelyn and myself as we drove 
east along I - 40 about 30 miles from the New 
Mexico border on June 19th about 9:15 A.M.

We were in route to the Milwaukee Road Historical 
Associations National 2017 Convention in Ames, 
Iowa.

With the temperature hovering near 100 degrees, we 
coasted into a truck plaza with smoke and oil 
pouring out from under the cars hood.  AAA was 
summoned to take us to the nearest dealer in Gallop, 
New Mexico. Nine hours and two flatbed tow trucks 
later we reached the dealership.

I know what you’re thinking about now, get the car 
fixed and return to Prescott. What was at stake here 
was an opportunity to compete against some of the 
best HO modelers from across the country that 
feature the Milwaukee Road. For the last year and a 
half, I’ve been crafting a Milwaukee Road gas motor 
car # 5937 in O scale hi - rail, a 1 of 1, semi-
streamlined Railway Post Office car #1875 and a 6’ 
diorama to show all the work.

The plan was to drive about 500 miles a day and 
complete the journey in three days. Day one netted 
me 281 miles. After renting a SUV to hold all of my 
wife’s’ medical support equipment, model train 
related boxes, personal luggage and several small 
water coolers, we left Gallup at 10:00 A.M. on day 
two arriving in Texahoma, Texas about 7:00 P.M.  I 
was gambling on driving the 414 miles on two lane 
US 54 between Tucumcari, N.M. and Wichita, K.S. 
to help make up distance by not going through 
Oklahoma City.  Day two travel, 457 miles. (I was 
262 mile behind schedule.)

Texahoma, Texas is an interesting little hamlet 
tucked under the Oklahoma panhandle. Half of our 
motel was in Texas and the other half in Oklahoma.

The Union Pacific north south main line ran a half 
block from our motel nestled between two cross 
streets and a grain elevator. Every half hour, all night 
long, the crossing gate signals were ringing, and the 
engines horns were blaring.  I didn’t get much sleep 
that night.  I knew that I’d have to summon my best 

driving habits if I was to get us into Ames by 
nightfall. 14 -1/2 hours and 710 miles later, we 
pulled up to the Quality Inn and Convention Center 
around 7:30 P.M . My wife was “toast”.  No dinner, 
just a bed and a TV remote completed her day.  
Meanwhile, I met with some of the Association’s 
board members to let them know that we were in and 
find out about setting up on Thursday morning.

Next morning I found myself happily at work putting 
the diorama together. (When properly packed, even 
the most delicate parts can travel. Not one piece 
suffered during the trip.) The video display was up 
and running. This closed looped slide show 
contained copies of 1927 advertisements from 
General Electric, Pullman Manufacturing along with 
some highly detailed slides on how my models were 
crafted.

The room I was in was also occupied by all kinds of 
Railroadiana vendors displaying everything from 
dining car china and silver to books and thousands of 



railroad related photographs. All of the models were 
neatly tucked onto 2 - 8’ tables.

Since I was never at a convention like this, I really 
didn’t know what to expect. From registration time 
at 1 till 5:00 pm there were hundreds of folks filing 
passed my diorama.  Registered members could vote 
on their favorite.  A friend of mine from Cottonwood 
was visiting family in southern Minn, so he made it 
his business to stop and say hello.

After dinner, I sat in on slide show lectures about the 
Milwaukee Road in Iowa given by men / women 
who worked for the railroad. There is nothing quite 
like getting an education from someone that is part 
of that history.

Friday, we were on busses traveling all over the 
Ames / Boone countryside. All those grain elevators 
and no railroad track was anywhere in site.  In this 
part of Iowa, all the talk was about the “High 
Bridge”.

Back at the motel mid afternoon for the annual board 
meeting, cocktail party, dinner, and more historical 
topics and slide presentations.

I met one O scale modeler from California who just 
couldn’t pull himself away from my two-car display. 
“Do you mind if I photograph your work?” “I like 
what you’ve done here and would like to build one 
myself”. “Did you bring the plans with you?” 
Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery!

Saturday morning found everyone on the Boone 
Scenic Railroad in nicely maintained coaches, 
transfer caboose, EV caboose and even a CNW bi-

level commuter all being pulled by the one and only 
Chinese built coal burning steam engine in the U.S. 
We were treated to two run-by’s in different 
locations along the route.  That’s a first for me.  Even 
Evelyn ventured out onto the open deck of the 
transfer caboose to wave at the camera. When the 
ride was over we had about a half hour to walk the 
grounds and visit within several well-appointed 
museums and libraries.

Prior to the Saturday night banquet, there was an 
auction followed by a cocktail party. The vendors 
display room was open and I watched as folks filed 
past the models and continued to vote.

At the end of the dinner, speeches and 
announcements were made. New Officers were 
introduced and old ones said “adieu”.

There was a slight break and then came the 
announcement for the “Winner” of the model 
contest” “The Doodlebug /RPO & display took first 
place at this years MHRA Convention”.   

Beat out 9 HO models!



AND NOW, TRAVELS WITH PETER
by Peter Atonna

Mark and I were on the road at the same time and he 
was sharing his travel troubles en route.  Mary Jane 
and I were took Amtrak to Pittsburgh for the TCA 
National Convention.  I will not share my own travel 
woes with you other than to say at the end, Mark 
texted to me “you won!”

Our room was on the 22nd floor of a Wyndham right 
at the Three Rivers point.  So, I would share with 
you a few of the photos from our wanderings there.

Both day and night views from our room were 
nothing less than spectacular.

Looking across the Monongahela, you can see three 
modes of transportation: Funicular, two rail lines and 
tour boat.

Pittsburgh’s light rail goes underground between the 
rivers.  It is very clean, has frequent service and neat 
artwork at stations.



We ate lunch in downtown and one day had the 
excitement of a building fire on our way!  Noontime 
lunch people, just walked around the yellow tape!

With a long layover in Chicago, I decided to take a 
ride on a Metro commuter train and to discover some 
new train watching spots.  You cannot go wrong in 
downtown Chicago.  Between the “L”, Metra 
commuter trains and Amtrak, I could spend days, no 
weeks, no months train-watching there!

THE HARVEY BOXCAR
by Peter Atonna

While at the Grand Canyon Railway’s shop tour with 
our CAMRRC members, I talked about the linkage 
between the Fred Harvey Company and the Xanterra 

Corporation, who owns the GCR.  Basically, when 
the Harvey Company closed shop, the business was 
assumed by another company who later sold it to the 
Xanterra Corporation.  So, today’s railroad, as well 
as the hotels at the Grand Canyon as well as several 
other Western national parks are owned and operated 
by the descendent of the original Harvey Company.

Here is the rest of the story.  I am tasked with 
producing special O gauge train cars to sell as fund 
raising projects to support our portion of the costs of 
hosting the event. 

The idea is to do cars that have some relation to the 
location of the convention.  The first two cars for 
Albuquerque were a Cumbres and Toltec boxcar and 
one featuring the Los Alamos Nuclear Labs in Los 
Alamos, NM.

So what to do for the third car?  After reading a 
history of the Fred Harvey Company it dawned on 
me that the Harvey Company’s western operation 
was pretty much focused in New Mexico.  Idea 
dawned - do a car with Harvey graphics!  So, after 
researching Harvey and railroad related historic 
graphics, I came up with a design.  Sending it to my 
contacts at Lionel, their graphic designers 
embellished my design and came up with a 
spectacular car.  Getting a license from Xanterra put 
us off and running.  

I have a 300 car production run and I expect delivery 
around the first of September.

The cars sell for $79.95, including shipping.  But, I 
have a special promotion for our local members of 
$74.95 for pick up locally.  What I am doing is 
seeing if any of you would like one at that price.  If 
so, fill out the attached form and get it to me before 
August 31 - THE DEAL ENDS THEN!  I will then 
deliver your car to an upcoming CAMRRC meet.



FRED HARVEY CIVILIZED THE WEST
Let's Celebrate His Legacy with a Lionel boxcar

and invite you to join us for the 2019 TCA National Convention in Albuquerque, N.M.

ONLY 300 TO BE MADE
DIFFERENT GRAPHIC

ON EACH SIDE!

Made in the USA!

Six Harvey Houses in New Mexico
are still here!

Expected delivery, 
September 2017

PICKUP SPECIAL ONLY ORDER FORM 

Price includes
shipping!

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: ____________________________________________________

Email address:_____________________________________________________

Please reserve ____ cars at $74.95 each Total  $_____________

Make check to: Desert Division and mail to 25375 N. Feather Mountain Rd. Paulden, AZ 86334

Order deadline: August 31!   

Harvey Girls

Turquoise Room on the 
Super Chief


