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Layout of the Month 
More photographs this month from Tom 
Wilcox’s outdoor layout.
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March Meeting Notes 
Signing in to the hybrid meeting began about 
6:45 p.m. on March 3, 2022. The meeting began 
at 7:01 p.m. with 17 participants in attendance at 
the church and 5 attending via Zoom. The 
meeting began with introductions followed by 
Announcements, the Clinic, Tool Time, and Show 
‘n’ Tell, all of which are reported on in greater 
detail in this edition. The meeting concluded at 
8:41 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Thursday,  
April 7, 2022 in person at Holy Love Lutheran 
Church, 4210 S Chambers Road, Aurora, 
Colorado. Mask wearing is optional for all 
attendees. The meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting will also be streamed on Zoom with 
sign-in between 6:30 and 7:00. 
 

URL of the Month 
Spring has arrived so here is a video of Southern 
Pacific steam in springtime 2015. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duSX6PuaGV
A&t=9s  

Upcoming Clinic 
D&RGW 3rd Division Mining Ops-Gary Myers 
 

Upcoming Tool Time 
Drill Chucks-Larry Stephens 
 
Upcoming Show ‘n’ Tell Themes for 2022 
 April-April Fools 
 May-Kitbash Project 
 June-1940’s Era 
 July-Prototype Project 
 August-1970’s Era 
 September-Mining 
 October-Steam 
 November-2000’s Era 
 December-Holiday Theme 
 

Announcements 
 

In an attempt to reduce problems, we 
continue to ask that Show ‘n’ Tell photos, 
clinic presentations, and Tool Time photos be 
taken before the meeting and sent to Gary 
Myers (garymyers06@comcast.net) for 
presentation at the meeting and to the editor 
for inclusion in the Sunrise Herald 
(rlhoch422@gmail.com). 

Rocky Mountain Train Show, April 2nd and 3rd at 
the National Western Complex. This show will be 
co-sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Region of 
the NMRA. The Division’s modular layout will 
once again be part of the Junior Engineer 
program. 
 
Gary announced that the 2022 Rocky Mountain 
Region Convention will be held May 13-15, 2022 
in Cheyenne. During that same time frame, the 
Union Pacific Historical Society will be holding 
its annual convention, also in Cheyenne. And, if 
that is not enough to encourage participation, 
the Sherman Hill Train Show will also be held 
that same weekend in Cheyenne. See flyer 
below. 
 
The Foothills Society of Model Railroaders swap 
meets have resumed at Green Mountain 
Presbyterian Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy, 
Lakewood, CO 
 
Work continues on the Sunrise Division’s 
modules every Saturday from 10:00 am to 2:00 
pm, weather permitting. A work schedule has 
been created for upcoming Saturdays. More help 
is always needed. 
 
June 19 - 25, 2022 - National Garden Railway 
Convention, Colorado Railroad Museum, 15500 
E 40th Ave, Denver, CO     
 
Rocky Op 2022. There are still a few spaces open 
for Rocky Op 2022. If you are interested, please 
see the flyer below. 
 

Module Update 
Larry Stephens sent the following update. 

“We have a new member working on the 
modules, Grant Harrison. 

We have finished up redoing some track, filling 
in some major cracks and some building repair. 

For years we have fought the hinge pins sticking 
in the hinges and having to drive them out. This 
problem has been reduced, hopefully to an 
acceptable level. The hinge knuckles were not quite 
round and were less than a 1/4 inch. The knuckles 
were drilled out with a ¼ inch bit. The pins still had 
a ridge next to the head that was over sized to fit 
tight in the knuckle. This was ground down to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duSX6PuaGVA&t=9s%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duSX6PuaGVA&t=9s%20
file:///C:/Users/Robert/Desktop/Sunrise%20Division%20newsletter/Monthly%20Heralds/2021/September%202021/garymyers06@comcast.net
file:///C:/Users/Robert/Desktop/Sunrise%20Division%20newsletter/Monthly%20Heralds/2021/September%202021/rlhoch422@gmail.com
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slightly less than the pin diameter. This should also 
help with pin removal. A small O-ring was placed at 
the top of the pin to prevent the pin from going all 
the way in the knuckles, which will make it easier to 
remove the pin. After the show, I’ll report on how it 
turned out.  

 

 
Left to right, Stock pin, thick shoulder ground 
down, pin diameter further reduced. 
 

 
O-ring added to make pin removal easier.” 
 

Clinic 
 

Glenn Gibson presented a very interesting and 
enlightening clinic. He explained his rationale for 
selecting his prototype, his planning for the 
layout and his construction methods. It follows 
here in its entirety. 
 
Here in Glenn’s own words: 
“The layout is inspired by the Santa Fe Railway’s 
line up the Raton Pass on the Colorado-New 
Mexico border.  The image of an aging 2-10-2 
steam loco helping a Warbonnet diesel up the pass 
exemplifies the appeal for me.” 
 

 
 

 
When Glenn purchased his present home, this 
shed was on the property. Glenn made 
substantial improvements to the shed in order to 
convert it to his layout space. 
 

“Introduction 
The layout space is 13 x 19 feet, and will be 
multiple levels when complete.  Construction 
began in January 2020, right before the pandemic 
hit.  Currently, the benchwork, track work, and 
wiring is complete on the upper level - no scenery 
yet.  It is HO scale, with the Santa Fe as the 
primary prototype and guest appearances from 
the Colorado & Southern and the Rio Grande.  The 
era is 1953 (ish). 
 

Selecting the Prototype 
 
Why the Santa Fe?  Childhood trips from Kansas 
City to Chicago on the Santa Fe instilled a lifelong 
love of Warbonnets and stainless steel 
streamliners.  The Santa Fe Historical & Modeling 
Society provides tons of prototype info.  The Santa   
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Fe is popular among many modelers, so there are 
lots of models available of equipment and 
structures. 
hy Trinidad and the Raton Pass area?  It had 
sharp curves and steep grades (up to 3.4%), which 
are ideal for model railroads - an excuse to run 
slow and have helper locos.  It was double track 
from Trinidad to the Raton Pass tunnel, which will 
allow running meets.  Both the Colorado & 
Southern and the Rio Grande had operating rights 
on the Santa Fe from Trinidad to the Colorado & 
Wyoming interchange in Jansen, which allows 
running trains of those railroads.  And there was a 
lot of interchange traffic between the C&S and 
Santa Fe in Trinidad, which will add operating 
possibilities to the layout. 
 
Why 1953?  It was the last year of steam helper 
operations, and the year that the old eastbound 
tunnel portal was closed off.  There were still 5 
name passenger trains a day each way - the Super 
Chief, the Chief, the El Capitan, the Grand Canyon 
Limited, and the California Limited, which allows 
modeling a lot of passenger trains.  The coal mines 
in the area were still producing, which provides 
on-line operations. 
 
Developing the Layout Plan - The dean of early 
track plan designers, John Armstrong, developed 
an approach called “Givens & Druthers” when he 
designed a track plan for a customer.  It identified 
scale, prototype, space available, governing 
rolling stock, relative emphasis, and operating 
priorities.  My emphasis has evolved from rail 
fanning to operating, as I have gained more 
experience at the latter.  I am also more inclined 
to modeling specific prototypes than 
freelancing.  I wanted a “sincere” track plan, 
meaning a train only goes through a scene once 
on its way around the layout, and I wanted to 
minimize hidden trackage.  Armstrong also 
developed a system he called the square to quickly 
determine what would fit in a given space with a 
given minimum radius.  I used that approach to 
narrow down a general track plan.” 
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The line represents a very small part of the line in 
Colorado and New Mexico.
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Tool Time 
Gary Myers presented this idea for using a work 
cart at the layout. He explained how useful a cart 
is to bringing tools to the layout. He included 
prices for comparable carts. 
 

 

 
Show ‘n’ Tell 

 
March’s show’n’ tell subject was 1930’s era.  
 
 

Bill Johnson showed these 1930’s art deco 
designed locomotives: the Milwaukee Road’s 
streamlined class A 4-4-2 Hiawatha locomotive 
and the CB&Q 9906A “Silver King” from the 
Silver Streak Zephyr. Also in the photo is a model 
of a 1936 Ford Fordor sedan. 
 

 
Gary Myers showed models of the D&RGW 
#1800 and of ART refrigerator car #24025. 
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Stu Jones showed this passenger car. Here is 
what Stu has to say about it. “As an example of 
1930s models, I selected a Branchline Models 3-
Bedroom, 8-Open Section Pullman car.  Pullmans 
came in many configurations but these steel cars 
were ubiquitous from the 1920s through the end 
of WWII when they began to be replaced with 
streamlined cars.  Pullman cars were usually 
owned by Pullman Co. and leased to various 
railroads. Some cars remained in service through 
the 60s when they were used for overflow traffic 
as needed.  There are three views: right, left, and 
underbody.  Branchline provides a wealth of 
underbody details that can be the basis for 
detailing other cars.” 

 

Bob Hochstetter presented this model. It 
represents the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and 
Pacific Railroad’s GH class (drop ends and eight 
drop bottom doors) 48’ 6” inside length 
composite side gondola. Built in 1937, it has 
wood sides and steel twelve panel Howe truss 
sides. It is part of the CMStP&P’s (better known 

as the Milwaukee Road) 80000-81034 series. 
This N-scale model was produced by Micro-
Trains. 
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ACTIVITIES 

 
Sherman Hill Train Show – Archer Event Center 

Region Clinics 
Friday & Saturday evenings - Best Western Frontier Inn Conference Center 

Saturday & Sunday daytimes - Archer Event Center 
Region Model Contest 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday – Archer Event Center 
 
NMRA Member Primary Registration: $30 (includes Sherman Hill Train Show admission) 
NMRA Member Primary Registration for Train Show vendors/participants: $10 
NMRA Member Family (18 and up): $10 
NMRA Member Family (under 18): Free 
Non-NMRA Registration additional: $20 
 

Make out checks to: Rocky Mountain Region 
Mail to: Denny Krausman, 9609 Silver Hill Circle, Lone Tree, CO 80124-5420 

 
OTHER NON-CONVENTION ACTIVITIES 
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Union Pacific Historical Society’s 2022 Annual Convention 
Separate Registration Required 
May 11-14, at the Red Lion Hotel 

 

Cheyenne Depot Days / Museum 
Separate Admission 

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Saturday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Sunday 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 
Best Western Frontier Inn, 8101 Hutchins Drive, Cheyenne, WY  (307) 638-8891 
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FOR SALE-- N scale items (10% OF THE SALE OF 

THESE ITEMS WILL GO TO THE SUNRISE DIVISION) 

“I am selling these N Scale items for the widow of 
a friend.  My friend never built a layout, was a 
collector and has had these items stored in boxes, 
not even displaying them.  Unless noted otherwise, 
they are believed to be new and never run.” If 
interested email lbuyck@comcast.net.  
 
Item 1:  Challenger 4-6-6-4 by Athearn, UP 
#3985.  It is DCC with sound and can be run in 
DC mode.  With it is a wireless hand held throttle 
for use in DC mode.  Speed, direction of travel 
and sounds can be controlled with this walk 
around throttle in DC mode.  Sorry about the 
photo of the locomotive in the box, it is still in its 
original plastic wrap, never opened. $400.00  

  
 

 
 

 
 
Item 2: E8 A Unit #930 and E8 B Unit #930B set 
by Walthers.  There is no indication on the 
packaging that it is DCC or even DCC Ready.  I 
also could not find any catalog info.  Therefore, 
they are assumed to be DC ONLY.  They have 
never been unwrapped. $220.00  

 
 

 
Item 3: GE AC4400CW Normal Cab w/ High 
Number Boards by Kato, DC.  The package is not 
sealed.   I did open the package and did a quick 
inspection of the item.  It appears to be new and 
never run. $125.00  

 
 

 
Item 4: EMD SD70M w/ Flared Radiator by Kato, 
DC.  The package is not sealed.   I did open the 
package and did a quick inspection of the 
item.  It appears to be new and never run.  
$125.00  

 

 

mailto:lbuyck@comcast.net

