MY FIRST TRIP ON A GG-1

By John F. Hollner, III
Ca. - 1970
It was Sunday, March 1.  I had just departed the A1bany-Rensselaer,  New York station on train #80 on time at 9:30am following train, #62, the former 2Oth Century Ltd., as it was about two hours late.  Most of the people waiting to go to New York boarded #62, leaving #80 almost bare of patronage except for passengers bound for Hudson and Rhinecliff. I sat back and relaxed on the Snack Bar Coach and tried to concentrate on a new novel I had bought.  My wonderful weekend at home was over and I tried to ignore the fact that I was headed back to Dover AFB for another week of working for Uncle Sam. It was a bright sunny day which is a change, since it usually seems to be dismal and gray whenever I board a train.  Due to following #62, we were about 12 minutes late arriving in Grand Central. I had watched it depart from Rensselaer and again from my seat on #80 while at Harmon with its mixed consist of NYC, PRR, and NH equipment some of which bad been relettered for PC.

Arriving at Grand Central I quickly headed my trusty feet in the direction of Penn Station about 20 minutes away. I was going to catch the 1PM Colonial to Wilmington, but I arrived and found that it left at 12:45PM.  I hadn't viewed the timetable in a month or so, so I must have been thinking of the 1PM Metroliner. This day I felt that it would be ideal to see if I could get a ride in the cab of the GG-1. As it was about a minute to train time I asked the trainman if I would have time to go and check with the engineer and he said yes so I did. The engineer was talking to a few rail fans, but he stopped and looked at me and showing him my pass I asked him if I could ride to Wilmington.  He said, "Sure."  As I climbed aboard I heard one of the fellows outside of the cab say, I envy him."

A minute or two after I was aboard the engineer got the two peeps signaling him to get the train a movin'.  With PC GG-1 #4937 and 7 cars we departed at 12:48PM and were doing 60mph as we reached the mouth of the tunnel about 2&7/10 miles from our starting point and headed into an 80mph strip.  A couple of miles before Newark we had to slow down for a crossover movement to pass a work train with men working on the catenary.  Approaching Newark I spotted an E-L two car commuter train headed north and we arrived at 1PM.

1:03pm we departed Newark and I noticed several idle PATH trains south of the station.  At Elizabeth we slowed to 50mph to negotiate the reverse -curve there and spotted a northbound freight, the first of several during the trip.  Out of the curve we quickly accelerated to 80 again and only at half throttle.  I should add at this time that the riding qualities of the GQ-1 seem to be superior to that of most of the diesels I have ridden. By this time the southbound Metroliner should have passed us, but we departed Trenton on time without seeing it.

At Cornwells Heights about 74 miles south of New York I spotted a northbound F1exi-Van train with about 20 cars. Still we were expecting the Metroliner when finally a few miles north of North Philadelphia Station it came up alongside of us on track #3 (we were on #4) and it was nip and tuck for a stretch where the speed restriction was the same for both trains. It ran just ahead of my train, on a sweeping right-hand curve where I could get a good view of it, and finally as we slowed for our station stop at North Philadelphia it pulled away from us probably hoping to make up some lost time.

Leaving North Philly OT at 2:12pm we headed for 30th Street Station.  We arrived there about 3 minutes late due to having to detour over the 36th Street extension at Zoo tower while track work was carried out on the main.  Various motive power and passenger equipment were noticed at the 30th Street yards.  As we left Philly, PRR #7646 (Alco) was busy switching express cars.

I was now on the last leg of my journey on the GG-1.   At Eddystone, Pa. is the Baldwin Lima Hamilton complex. A two car Tuscan red Pennsy MU local was stopped at Chester, Pa. and just north of Wilmington a long southbound freight headed by 2 GG-1's was making a crossover movement and about 15-20 minutes later went through Wilmington on the trail of the Colonial which I had arrived on.  Arriving at Wilmington the northbound Florida Special was leaving with a heavy train including some of the former UP sleepers the SCL are now brightening their consists with.   Although my trip was now over, my story does not end.

With over two hours to wait for my bus to go to Dover, I decided to take advantage of the shining sun and went about looking for subjects to photograph.  First of all was the northbound "Patriot" #174 with PC GG-1 #4924 and 15 cars.  I later found out that it left Wilmington without PC (NYC) snack bar coach #3212 which 1 observed thudding to a stop on some fiat wheels. 

Other trains seen were:
1) The Representative - PC GG-1 #4907 and 14 cars.
2) The Silver Meteor - 18 cars including UP sleepers and SCL obs.
3) #173 Senator-Southerner - PRR GG-1 #4890 and 18 cars. 
4) Several one car locals (Silverliners?)
5) PRR Baldwin switcher #8024.
I also did some walking south along the Pennsy main and came across the Reading's engine house and small yard where two switchers were laying idle and also a couple of cabooses.  So the events of my trip made my enjoyable weekend just a little bit longer and a little more enjoyable.  Hope you enjoyed my trip as well as I did and perhaps you will report of your trips, too.
==================================================================
